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CLEVELAND STATEUNIVERSITY FALL SEMESTER, 2004
MAXINE GOODMAN LEVIN COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAIRS

UNDERGRADUATE URBAN STUDIES PROGRAM

UST 301 - URBAN SPATIAL STRUCTURE

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Virginia Benson

Offices UR 221

Phone; (216) 687-2164

E-mall: virginia@wolf.csuohio.edu

COURSE MEETING TIMES: Monday, Wednesday, 1:30 p.m.- 2:50 am., Fridaysthe classwill
not meet, it isa Library Day

COURSE LOCATION: UR 106

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The notion of urban spatia structure has become very important to understanding urbanization and society
at theend of the twentieth century. The urban syslems model aidsin comprehending the interactive nature
of the physica urban landscape as well as interpreting the socid  inditutions that operate within the city.
Employing the systems concept aswel as other theoretica frameworkswill improve the ability to predict
and plan for the future. This course is designed to give the sudent an overview of the various systems
operating within the urban and regiona structure and to gpply these model sto urbanism around the globe.

COURSE GRADING

In addition to the course text, the student will be assigned outside readings or receive handoutsin the class.
All information disseminated in class, through lectures by the ingtructor or vidting speskers, films and
assigned readings will form the basis for the exams.

Gradeswill be determined by the midterm exam (25%) class discussion (7%), short essay papers (28%, 2
pts per paper) and the final exam (40%). The class discussion will dlow theingtructor the opportunity to
determine what udents have learned in thefirst half soit isimportant to participate especialy inthereview
period. For thisreason, class atendance is expected unless excused for sufficient reason.

COURSE TEXT:

Fu-Chen Lo and Yue-Man Yeung (ed.) Globalization and the World of Large Cities, 2d Edition
New Y ork: United Nations University Press, 2003.

Handouts may be provided by the ingtructor.



COURSE OUTLINE

Each of the 15 weeks of the course will focus on a particular urban system and a particular region of the
world.

Week One: Introduction, Framework for Study
Chapter 1in Text World Citiesin aWorld System

Week Two: Migration, Settlement Systems and Globdization in
North American City System, Chap. 2 Where We Stand: A Decade of World City Research

Week Three: Chapter 3 in Text, World Cities and Territorid States The Rise and Fal of Ther
Mutudity, North American City System

Week Four: European City System Chap. 4 On Concentration and Centrdity in the Globa City

Week Five: Chapter 5in Text, Citiesin Globa Matrices: Toward Mapping the World- System’s City
System, European City System

Week Six: Chap. 6. World Cities, Multinational Corporations, and Urban Hierarchy: The Case of B
United States

MIDTERM EXAM

Week Seven Chap. 7 Transport and the World City Paradigm, South American City System
Week Eight: Chagp 8 World City Hypothes's: Reflections from the Periphery, African City System
Week Nine: Chap. 9 Globa Logicsin the Caribbean City System: The Case of Miami, Central

American City System

Week Ten: Chap 10 Comparing Chicago, NYC and LA: Testing World City Hypotheses
Ilamic City System

Week Eleven: Chap 11 Going Globd in Semi-Periphery: World Cities/ Political Projects, Toronto

Week Twelve: Chap. 12 Cultural Theory/Socia Practice, Chap 13 Globa-Loca Connection
Southeast Asian City System

Week Thirteen: Chapter 14 Disgppearance of World Cities and Globalization of Locd Politics
Chapter 15 World Cities and Globd Communities: The Municipa Foreign Policy Movement and New



3
Rolesfor Cities, Pacific-Asian City System

Week Fourteen: Chap.16 The Environmenta Problematic in World Cities Chap 17 The Successful
Management and Adminigration of World Cities  Misson Impossble?

Week Fifteen: Wrap-up and Review for Find Exam.

COURSE WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

Thiscdasswill not meet on Fridays but studentswill be expected to go to the Library and research atopic
and writeashort (3 pp.) essay on one of the topics designated below for each week of the session (atotal
of 14 such essays). These essays will be handed in on Mondays and will be graded and returned to the
student on Wednesdays. The papers must be typed and al research materid s should be completely cited at
the end of the paper. Internet sources may be used but must be completely cited. The essay paper topics
are listed below.

Week One - No paper due

Week Two - The Cand Erain the United States ( the first paper will be due Wed., the 3¢, dueto the
Labor Day holiday)

Week Three - The Trangportation System in Mexico
Week Four - The English School Sysem

Week Five- - The Crimind Jugtice System in Poland
Week Six — The Health Care System in Canada
Week Seven — Environmenta Thregtsin Latin America
Midterm Break — no paper due for Week Eight

Week Nine-The Hospitd System in Egypt

Week Ten - The Mediain South Africa

Week Eleven - Rdigious Practicein Audrdia

Week Twelve - Camping Out in Jgpan

Week Thirteen - Politica Leadership in the Former Soviet Union
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Week Fourteen — The Agricultura System of India

Week Fifteen — Futuristic Housing Ideas



