CLEVELAND STATE UNI VERSI TY Spring, 2005
MAXI NE GOODIVAN LEVI N COLLEGE OF URBAN AFFAI RS
DEPARTMENT OF URBAN STUDI ES

UST 420 - URBAN DESI GN SEM NAR
MVEETI NG TI ME: Sat ur days begi nning March 26, 9:00 am- 5:00 pm

MEETI NG ROOM Sweet Sem nar Room (UR 241)

I NSTRUCTOR: Dr. Virginia Benson

OFFI CE LOCATI ON AND HOURS: UR 221, Mnday and Tuesday, 10:30-noon or
by appoi nt ment

OFFI CE PHONE: (216) 687-2164

OFFI CE EMAIL: Virgi nia@wl f. csuohi o. edu

COURSE OBJECTI VES:

1. To introduce basic concepts of urban design that have historic
precedents in European and Anerican cities through a review of urban
design literature;

2. To denonstrate how those concepts apply to contenporary American
cities, with enphasis on cities of the Geat Lakes region such as
d evel and,

3. To relate urban design to public policies in the areas of
physi cal planning and devel opnent including such issues as zoning,
historic preservation standards, transportation policies and
particularly urban design guidelines for specific districts of the
Anerican city.

4. To denonstrate, through class projects, how to evaluate the
ef fectiveness of urban design in neeting the needs of the public
whi | e mai ntai ni ng economc feasibility.

METHCDS

In order to achieve the above objectives, the class wll have
| ectures by the principal instructor,readings in the urban design
field, films that present visual analysis of urban design and site
visits with eval uations of devel opnment projects including collection
of data for a final reports and class discussions in which students

present their findings. The course is called a semnar because
students are expected to gather information and share it with the
rest of their colleagues. The student is responsible for al

information inparted in class including lectures by the instructor,
visiting speakers or on film

COURSE ASSI GNVENTS

There will be a take-home mdterm exam which will cover materia
assigned in the class, including that on film course |ectures and
textbook material. |In addition, there wll be one term paper

subm tted by students in the Urban Design Sem nar.
The term paper is a report on the results of the field surveys of
wat erfront devel opnents.



GRADI NG

Grades will be based upon the results of the mdterm exam (30%,
participation in class discussion (10%, final term paper (40%, and
final presentation (20%.

**This course is expected to fulfill the University witing
requi rement and, therefore, satisfactory witing skills on the take-
hone exam and the term paper nmnust be denonstrated to pass the
cour se.

COURSE QUTLI NE
Week One - March 26 (neet at 9:00 am

Syl | abus, Assi gnnents.

Introduction to the field of urban design

Films on Understanding Cties by Ednund Bacon: Rone, Paris, London
Lunch Break

Presentation of the WIlliam Wyte film "Social Life of Small Urban
Spaces” upon which the waterfront devel opnment paper assignment is
based. Followng the filnms, the paper assigned will be discussed
Al field trips will be planned at this time in an attenmpt to
accommodat e student's schedul es.

Week Two — April 2 (neet at 9:00 am

Lecture on Introduction to U ban Design. D scussion of text
readi ng. Further el aboration of team assignnments and term paper.
Lunch Break

Slide lecture on New Urbanism (Seaside and Cel ebration, Florida)
Di scussion of U ban Values in Breen and Ri ghy.

Readi ng Assi gnment tba

Week Three — April 9 (neet at 9:00 am

Lecture on Anerican Waterfront Devel opnments in general: public uses,
econom ¢ aspects and environnental concerns.

A slide presentation and description of the devel opnent of American
and Canadian waterfronts as well as Ceveland's two waterfronts
(Flats and | akefront).

Lunch Break at North Coast Harbor (students may brown bag or buy
[ unch)

Field trip 1 to North Coast Harbor on Cevel and Lakefront. Teans
will assess the NCH using criteria for public spaces.

Readi ng Assi gnnent tba



Week Four — April 16 (neet at 9:00 am

Take-honme M dterm Examwi ||l be provided at this tine. Please follow
instructions carefully and hand it in at the beginning of the next
class. Al essays nust be typed.

Furt her discussion of text assignnents. Students are encouraged to
ask questions.

Debrief trip to North Coast Harbor, team assignnents.

Lunch Break in the Flats (Students can brown bag or buy | unch)

Field Trip Il assessing the Flats (East and Wst Banks)

No readi ng assignnment this week.

Week Five — April 23 (nmeet at 9:00 an)

Hand in take-home exam This will be a research day to allow for
further gathering of data for term paper assignment. The professor
will be available to discuss assignnments. Those who wi sh to add
anot her waterfront venue to their analysis are free to do so. Such
added material is not required. Additional venues that students
may consider are: local Ceveland area sites such as the Ohio Cana
Corridor (from C eveland to Akron), Cuyahoga Falls downtown
waterfront or sites outside the Cl eveland area (Pittsburgh or

Tol edo) The University and the course instructor will not be
responsi bl e for such travel. YOU ARE ON YOUR OMN.

Week Six — April 30 (neet at 9:00 am

Debrief the research assignnents. Revi ew take-honme m dterm exans.
Slide lecture on historic preservation. Draft papers nmay be handed
in at this tinme. They nust be typed and wll be returned by
Wednesday, My 4'" so they can be polished up for fina
present ati on.

Lunch Break

Wal king tour of Historic Gateway Nei ghborhood and Hi storic Warehouse
District.

Week Seven — May 7 (nmeet at 9: 00 am shar p)

Presentations of waterfront studies (with slides) to the class.
Di scussion following presentation. Please hand in all final term
papers at this tine. They nmust be typed and nust be in final form
Lunch Break

Presentations of waterfront studies (with slides) to the class.
Di scussion fol |l ow ng.

Attendance at all presentations is REQU RED. Unexcused absences wil|
negatively inpact the grade for the course.

Fi nal papers nust be handed in at this tinme.



READI NGS

The text for this course is Suburban Nation by Andres Duany,
El i sabeth Pl atyr-Zyberk and Jeff Speck (New York: North Point Press,
2000). For those who wish to pursue the study of urban design and to
enhance material offered in class sessions, the follow ng books are
al so recomended:

Bacon, Ednund. The Design of Cities (New York: Viking Press,
1967) . This book covers the material found in the filmseries if
students wish to review it.

Barnett, Jonathan. Wban Design As Public Policy (New York: MG aw

HIll, 1974). This is Barnett's initial study that introduces urban
desi gn. Both this book and the following are out of print but
available in local libraries.

Introduction to Urban Design (New York: Harper
and Row, 1982). Focus is on three design trends: citizen
participation, historic preservation and environnental issues.

. The Elusive Cty: The Five Centuries of Design
Anbition and M scal cul ati on. (New York: Harper & Row, 1986.) Barnett
provi des an overview of urban design history and its failure to neet
expect ati ons of designers.

Boyer, Christine. Dreaming The Rational Gty (Canbridge, Mass.: MT
Press, 1986). A thorough and sensitive review of the history of
city planning and desi gn.

Carmona, Matthew et. A . Public Places-Uban Spaces. New York:
Architectural Press, 2003. A thorough discussion of urban design
i ssues.

Cutler and Cutler. Recycling Cties for People: The Wban Design
Process (Boston, Mass.: CBlI Publishing Co., Inc., 1982)

Contains material on a variety of scholars of wurban design and
includes nethods of integrating design wth the real estate
devel opnent process.

Downs, Roger and David Stea. |Image and Environnent (Chicago: Aldine
Pub. Co., 1970) Though now sonmewhat dated, this book was an
excel lent introduction to the field of environmental perception

Garreau, Joel. Edge City: Life on the New Frontier. (New York:
Doubl eday, Inc., 1991) A suburban perspective that focuses on the
growt h of highway-spawned centers which the author predicts wll
supplant classical central-place city structures. An excel |l ent
adnmonition about the wunexpected consequences of public policy
decisions in the design of cities.




CGosling, David and Barry Miitland. Concepts of Urban Design (New
York: St. Martin's Press, 1984).

Howar d, Ebenezer. Garden Cities of Tonorrow (Canbridge, Mass.: MT
Press, 1965) A nineteenth-century classic that, though a very small
book, has had a trenendous inpact on physical planning and urban
design in the utopian genre.

Jacobs, Jane. The Death and Life of Geat Anerican Cities (New York,
1961) An excellent re-visit to basic attractions of cities that
have survived in spite of the urban crisis.

Kunt sl er, Janes. The Geography of Nowhere. A journalistic and
hunmorous | ook at the failings of nodern American urban design.

Lynch, Kevin. lmage of the Gty (Canbridge, Mass.: MT Press, 1960)
Anot her very small but powerful treatise on "reading" the city.
Lynchi an "l anguage" of urban design is so unquestioned and pervasive
that one nust be literate in his termnology to understand the field
at all.

Munford, Lewis. From the Gound Up (New York: Harcourt, Brace,
Jovanovi ch, 1956) A third very snmall paperback, focusing mainly on
New York Cty, from an author who is prolific in the history and
critique of urban design.

Wiyte, WIlliam H Social Life of Small Urban Spaces (Wshington,
D.C.:. The Conservation Foundation, 1980) This book el aborates on
the film of the same nanme and serves as a good resource for the
"eval uation of waterfront design" paper. Wiyt e assesses the bonus
provi sion of plaza spaces in New York City and sets up criteria for
eval uating their success as public spaces.

. Wlliam H Gty: Rediscovering the Center (New York:
Doubl eday, 1988) An extensive elaboration on the topic of social
life of small urban spaces. Wiyte also | ooks at recent trends in
subur bani zati on of corporations, the rise of "sem-cities" and the
case for gentrification of the central city.




Paper Assi gnnent

This paper wll sunmarize the analysis of two waterfront
devel oprments (with possible applications to Oeveland) according to
criteria described by WIlliam Wwyte in his film and book entitled
Social Life of Small Urban Spaces. Although the paper will focus on
each student's choice of a particular aspect of Wiyte's criteria, it

is expected that the whole developnent wll be placed into a
political, econom ¢ and soci al cont ext by discussion of
characteristics of the individual city. Students may work together
to gather material for their papers but each student will submt his

or her own paper.

The term paper will be at |east 10 pages, typed, doubl e-spaced.
The first draft nust be submtted, corrected and handed back to the
student to be resubmitted in final form

Students are expected to present the results of their research,
together with slides illustrating design elenments, to the class on
the final day.



