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Competency.  Credit will be awarded only if the learning suggests that the  student has the

knowledge, skills, and ability to perform competently in whatever task is related to the learning

being evaluated -- at least as competently as would be expected of a student who has gained the 

knowledge in the classroom.  
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Identification.  Credit will be awarded only for previous learning which relates to subjects 



and methods that are identifiably academic.  Specifically, the material should be taught at the

Levin College or in similar programs of urban studies, public management, urban planning, 

or environmental studies.  Examples of such topics may be "the history and methods of 

unionization," "Asian-American urban communities," "nonprofit management,"

"city planning in South America," "transportation planning," "computer aided design" 

or "criminal justice."  Examples of topics that would not be appropriate would be 

pseudoscientific or pop management topics like "the power of  positive thinking," or

"biorhythm in human   resource management" or narrow  technical topics like

"data entry using bar codes" or "taxi driving." 
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Equivalency.  Credit will be awarded only for learning, and not for the number of years of 


experience the student has accumulated.  Amount of credit awarded for experiential learning 

outcomes should be equal to the credit awarded for equivalent learning outcomes expected 

through traditional instruction. 
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Generalizability.  Credit will be awarded only for learning which is  generalizable.  




This means that it should be applicable outside the specific job or setting in which it was 

learned (Knapp & Jacobs, 1981).  The student should understand the applicability of concepts 

to more than one setting, and should be able to understand a single setting from more than one

 conceptual point of view. 
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Balance.  Credit will be awarded only for learning that is balanced, as appropriate to the 



subject, between theory and practical applications.  College-level learning implies a 

conceptual as well as a practical grasp of the knowledge or competencies 

acquired (Willingham, 1977).  This means that the concepts, theories, and principles 

learned can be articulated by the student, who must "know that" as well as "know how." 
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Appropriateness.  Credit will be appropriate to the academic context in which it is accepted. 



 The "Statement of Expected Learning Outcomes" designed by the faculty for each concentration 

serves as the primary reference for a concentration-specific portfolio while a course syllabus 

serves the same role for a course-specific portfolio.
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Completeness.  The award of credit will be contingent upon students presenting a 




reasonable plan by which they intend to acquire the additional learning for 

appropriate mastery of their intended academic program.  

[image: image8.wmf]Authenticity.  The award of credit will be contingent upon the student  





demonstrating  that he or she does indeed have the experience from which the

 learning has occurred.  The burden of proof met through documentary evidence 

rests with the student.
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