Background:

1) The U.S. Senate passed a non-binding resolution in 2009 which incorporated the following
language in an apology for enslavement and racial segregation of African-Americans:

Whereas the system of de jure racial segregation known as Jim Crow, which arose in certain parts
of the United States after the Civil War to create separate and unequal societies for Whites and
African-Americans, was a direct result of the racism against people of African descent that was
engendered by slavery;

Whereas the system of Jim Crow laws officially existed until the 1960s—a century after the official
end of slavery in the United States—until Congress took action to end it, but the vestiges of Jim
Crow continue to this day;

Whereas on July 8, 2003, during a trip to Goree Island, Senegal, a former slave port, President
George W. Bush acknowledged the continuing legacy of slavery in life in the United States and
the need to confront that legacy, when he stated that slavery was . . . one of the greatest crimes
of history . . . The racial bigotry fed by slavery did not end with slavery or with segregation. And
many of the issues that still trouble America have roots in the bitter experience of other times.

But however long the journey, our destiny is set: liberty and justice for all.;

Whereas President Bill Clinton also acknowledged the deep-seated problems caused by the
continuing legacy of racism against African-Americans that began with slavery, when he initiated
a national dialogue about race;

On his trip in Ghana, Obama said the nation and the world should never forget the scourge of
slavery because it's still relevant in today's world. . .| think that the experience of slavery is like
the experience of the Holocaust. | think it's one of those things you don't forget about. | think it is
important that the way we think about it and the way it's taught is not one in which there's simply
a victim and a victimizer, and that's the end of the story. . . | think the way it has to be thought
about, the reason it's relevant is because whether it's what's happening in Darfur or what's
happening in the Congo or what's happening in too many places around the world -- you know,

the capacity for cruelty still exists. . . So trying to use these kinds of extraordinary moments to



widen the lens and make sure that we're all reflecting on how we are treating each other, | think,

is something | want my kids to think about and | want every child to think about.

2) The 400 Years of African-American History Commission Act, signed into law January 8, 2018,

established a 15-member commission to coordinate the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the
first enslaved Africans in the English colonies. The Commission’s purpose is to plan, develop, and
carry out programs and activities throughout the United States that
e recognize and highlight the resilience and cultural contributions of Africans and African
Americans over 400 years;
e acknowledge the impact that slavery and laws that enforced racial discrimination had on
the United States;
e encourage civic, patriotic, historical, educational, artistic, religious, and economic
organizations to organize and take part in anniversary activities;
e assist states, localities, and nonprofit organizations to further the commemoration; and
e coordinate public scholarly research about the arrival of Africans and their contributions
to the United States.
3) American Journal of Public Health editorial published in January 2019 edition about how the
slave trade set racist structures in North America which were not challenged by the American
Revolution and which are impacting public health today.
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