
Installing OpenVPN for MS Windows.
To use CSU’s Virtual Private Network (VPN) you will need to download and configure OpenVPN
software.  Replace the CSUID number 1001362 in the instructions with your seven-digit CSUID

number.

The “Windows” key is found between the Control and the Alt key on the keyboard.  Treat it like the
Shift key.

1. Connect to 
https://openvpn.csuohio.edu with the 
web browser of your choice

2. Enter your CSUID number and 
password, then click on the Sign In 
button.  

 

https://openvpn.csuohio.edu/


3. After you login you will see the 
download screen.

Download the appropriate version of 
OpenVPN for your computer AND 
download your connection profile which 
will be the bottom link on the screen 
labeled  "Yourself (User-locked profile)"

4. Save the OpenVPN install file.

5. Save your OpenVPN profile file.



6. Open the folder that you 
downloaded OpenVPN into and 
install the package by double-clicking
on the OpenVPN install file.

By default files are placed in your 
“Downloads” folder.

7. Windows may warn you about 
installing software.  Click on “More 
info.”

8. Windows will show you the file 
you are attempting to install and the 
publisher of the file.  

Click on “Run anyway.”

9. OpenVPN install begins, click on 
“Next.”



10. Accept the license agreement and 
click on “Next.”

11. Finally click on “Install.”

12. A progress bar showing 
installation status will display for a 
few moments.



13. After the install completes click 
on “Finish.”

14.  There now should be an 
OpenVPN icon in your system tray at
the bottom-right of your screen.

Single-click on the tray icon to 
launch OpenVPN or you may double-
click on the OpenVPN icon on your 
desktop.

15.  Upon first run OpenVPN will 
display its “Onboarding Tour” and 
several information screens.

Click on the right arrow “>”



16. Information regarding importing 
connection profiles - which you will 
be doing shortly.  

Click on the right arrow “>”

17.  Click on “Agree”



18. Click on “OK”

19. The next step is to import your 
connection profile file that you 
downloaded earlier.  Click on “File.”



20.  Drag and drop the client.ovpn 
file or click on “Browse” to navigate 
to the file’s download location.

21.  Double click on the client.ovpn 
file.

22. Make sure the Username is your 
CSU ID number.  Decide if you want 
the application to remember your 
password for you and if it should 
connect immediately after importing 
the profile by selecting the check 
boxes  you desire.

Click on “Add.”



23. You may now connect to CSU’s 
network using OpenVPN by clicking 
on the switch next to the profile 
showing your CSU ID number.

24. Enter your CSU Password.

25.  Once your password is accepted 
and the connection is established you 
will see a display that includes 
connection statistics.  You may 
minimize this display.



26. Be sure to disconnect the 
OpenVPN when you no longer need 
it.

You may single click on the 
OpenVPN icon in the system tray and
then select “Disconnect” After which 
a disconnected notice will display.

Alternately you may click on the 
“switch” in the OpenVPN application
to turn the connection off.  In this 
case you will be asked to confirm that
you want to shutdown the VPN 
connection.

 


